THE   CHALLENGE  TO   DEMOCRACY
relieved by the false refinement of the few. The life
of integrity, wherein a man's work and his leisure are
of a piece, is all but impossible to lead in the last
phases of a competitive and profit-making society.
The nooks and crannies of concrete freedom narrow
down to mere interstices. The man who does not want
to make a profit, or to have profit made out of him,
but merely to live a life of responsible freedom finds
himself a precarious survival.
This, it may be said, is capitalism, not democracy.
But, alas, we know of no democracy that is not
capitalist. It was capitalism which brought modern
democracy into being, and capitalism has had the
nurture and education of democracy. It is not to be
wondered at that it is a sickly and backward child,
unaware of its own potentialities, unused to respon-
sibility, seeking rather the opportunity to escape from
the burden of freedom, rather than to shoulder it.
The scales are indeed heavily weighted against
democracy by capitalism* Its inertias are encouraged
and its creativeness is penalized by the profit-making
ethos, its eagerness dulled by the dismal realization
which sooner or later seeps into the ardent and
generous soul that in capitalist democracy Every-
thing is worth what it will fetch', and nothing more.
Can we be surprised that youth rebels against it, and
dreams of revolutionary heroism? Or that when one
revolutionary party fails it, it turns to the other?. It is a
fact of history that in Germany a considerable body of
Fascists and Communists were interchangeable: they
passed from one allegiance to the other and back again.